CHAPTER   V
THE HISTORICAL EPOCHS ACCORDING TO MARX
THERE follow two propositions, noteworthy because they
offer evidence of how exclusively Marx, in formulating
his theory, was influenced by the events of his own time.
These are propositions n : "No form of society can
perish before all the forces of production which it is large
enough to contain, are developed, and at no time will
outworn conditions be replaced by new higher conditions
as long as the material necessities for their existence have
not been hatched in the womb of the old society itself ",
and 12 : " Mankind never sets itself a problem that it
cannot solve. At close examination it will always be
found that no social problem ever arises unless the
material conditions which make its solution possible,
are either already in existence or at least developing."
While drawing up these sentences Marx certainly
had in mind the fact that the new productive forces,
steam and electricity, were already known when the
French Revolution broke out, and manufacture by
machinery was beginning to develop. In the same way,
he saw in the political organisation of a large working
class and in the enormous technical progress in the
nineteenth century, the productive forces and the material
conditions of existence needed for the future order of